
Free Draw Prizes!

Digital camera, shopping 

voucher, Dublin Zoo 

tickets, bonus 

on-line prize

 

Biodiversity         in Dublin City Gardens
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Contact Information

Where to find us:

Dublin City Council

www.dublincity.ie

www.dublin.ie/gardensurvey

Other useful links: 

Notice Nature: 

www.noticenature.ie

National Parks and Wildlife Service:

www.npws.ie

ENFO: 

www.enfo.ie

Northern Ireland Biodiversity Group:

www.ehsni.gov.uk/natural/biodiversity

Nature Calendar Ireland: 

www.biology.ie

Biodiversity and Environmental Change

Research: www.biochange.ie 

Irish Wildlife Trust: 

www.iwt.ie 

Bird Watch Ireland: 

www.birdwatchireland.ie 

COMPETITION INFORMATION
By simply completing  the online

survey at

www.dublin.ie/gardensurvey you will

be automatically entered into the

competition to win some great prizes

for the family. 

  PRIZES

1st: Digital Camera

 2nd: €100 Shopping Voucher for 

Cultivate Centre

 3rd: Family Ticket 

for Dublin Zoo

Special Bonus 

Online Prize: 

€75 Music\DVD Voucher
 

WHAT IS BIODIVERSITY?

Biodiversity is the variety and number of every living

thing on earth. This includes humans, animals, birds,

plants and all the other small creatures. So the grass that

you walk on, the tree growing in your back garden, the

bees buzzing from flower to flower and the birds flying

over your head are all part of the world’s biodiversity.

WHY IS BIODIVERSITY IMPORTANT?

Biodiversity is important for its economic, medicinal,

social and environmental value to humans and also for

its value in itself (just because it is there!). Trees and

plants provide us with the oxygen we need to survive on

this planet as well as many of the medicines we use

every day.  Biodiversity provides us with the variety of

food that we eat and the valuable raw materials that run

our economy.  Biodiversity is what makes Ireland a

beautiful country to visit and provides us with a link to

our past. For these reasons it is important that we help

preserve and encourage biodiversity both for present and

future generations.

HOW YOUR GARDEN CONTRIBUTES

All gardens contribute in some way to the biodiversity of

an area. Every plant that is planted increases the variety

of life and provides habitat for other plants, animals,

insects, fungi and so on.

WHY CHOOSE NATIVE SPECIES?

Native plants and animals are species that have occurred

naturally in Ireland for long periods of time. It is

important to encourage native species as they are

adapted to our climate, they further encourage more

biodiversity (native animals, birds, insects etc.) and they

have a greater cultural link with our past than other

exotic species. 

WHY IS THIS SURVEY IMPORTANT?

We need your help to try to discover the level of

biodiversity in Dublin’s gardens.  By completing this

survey you will help to give us a picture of the health

of biodiversity in our city and also assist in our overall

understanding of this subject, which is vitally

important to the health of our human population. This

is the first survey at this scale to be carried out in

Dublin and will form part of a greater Biodiversity

Action Plan . Thus we would greatly appreciate your

assistance with regard to this project.
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Dear Householder,

Dublin City Council is conducting a survey on biodiversity in Dublin City gardens and your assistance would be greatly

appreciated in answering the following questions. Please involve as many family members as possible. Completed

questionnaires should be returned to Dublin City Council in an envelope to the Freepost address at the end of the

questionnaire. All questionnaires returned will be entered into a draw for the competition described on the inside cover

of this leaflet. Information supplied will be confidential. It will only be used for the purpose of research into biodiversity

in gardens. It will not be passed onto other organisations or be used for any other purpose than research.

Your Garden and its Environment

1 What type of property do you live in? (Tick one) 

Terrace Semi-detached Detached Apartment

Other (Give type): _____________________________________________________________________________________

2 What type of garden areas do you have? (Tick as many areas as you have)

Front Rear (includes side garden) Courtyard Roof garden Terrace/balcony None

Other (give type): _____________________________________________________________________________________

3 How big is your overall garden (including all areas)? (Tick one)

<25m2 25-50m2 50-100m2 100-250m2 250-500m2 500m2+

4 Taking a ‘birds-eye’ view of your garden (a plan view) what is the approximate make-up of hard and soft landscape 

in your garden? In answering this question, consider the entire garden area as equal to 100%.

Hard Landscape e.g. paving, decking, tarmac, walls  _____%

Soft Landscape e.g. trees, shrubs, flowers, water     _____%

5 Taking a ‘birds-eye’ view of your garden (a plan view), what is the approximate make-up of soft landscape in your

garden? In answering this question consider the entire area of soft landscape as equal to 100%.

Lawn grass ___ %    Shrub areas ___ %    Herbaceous border/ flowers ___ %    Hedges ___ %    Trees ___%    Rough (Long) or

Meadow grass ___%   Briars/nettles ___%    Water (pond or feature) ___ %    

Other ___%   Please describe : __________________________________

e.g., lawn grass 50%, shrub areas 20%, trees 10%, briars/nettles 5%, water 5%, hedges 10% 

= total soft landscape area (100%)

6 Do you have a pond in your garden? (Tick one) Yes No    

If yes, is it a natural or an ornamental pond? (Tick one) Natural Ornamental     

If ornamental, would you consider installing a natural pond in your garden? (Tick one) Yes No Don’t know

7 How close is the nearest park or public green space to your garden? (Tick one only)

0-100m 100-500m 500m – 1000m 1km+       

Name of park or green space closest to your garden: __________________________________________________________

Garden Biodiversity Survey
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8 Are there any smaller areas of green space or watercourses near your garden (<100m)? (Tick one)

Yes No Don’t know

If yes, what type? (Tick one or more)       Small area of woodland or group of trees Grass Rough ground    

Field Shrubby thicket River Stream Pond

Other, please describe: ________________________________________________________________________________

9 How many trees are there in your garden? (Give numbers)

Number of deciduous trees  i.e. those that lose their leaves in winter:  ____    

Number of evergreen trees i.e. those that  keep their leaves in winter:  ____

10 How many types of native tree do you have in your garden? (see attached information leaflet for list of native trees) (Give

numbers or tick don’t know)     Birch____   Oak____   Ash____   Willow____   Crab Apple___   Alder____   Rowan___ 

Yew___    Scots Pine___   Elm___   Native Cherry ___   Don’t know___   Other types of native or naturalised trees:

______________________________________________________________________________________________

11 Do you have any other native plants in your garden (excluding weeds or grasses)? Yes    No Don’t Know

If you ticked Yes, how many can you identify?  For the large plants only, how many are there? 

Holly___   Elderberry___   Whitethorn___   Blackthorn___   Hazel___   Spindle___   Dog Rose___   Gorse___   Broom___

Guelder Rose___   Buckthorn___   Native Honeysuckle___   Native Dogwood___   Nettle___   Dandelion___   Daisy___   Briar___

Birds Foot Trefoil___   Native Primrose___   Thistle___   Wild Carrot___   Other types of native plant that you can identify :

__________________________________________________________________________________________________         

12 If you have a hedgerow along any boundary of your property what type is it? ( Tick one or both if a mix)   

Deciduous Evergreen     

If you know the name of the hedgerow plant or plants, please provide:____________________________________________

13 Approximately how many different types of plants that produce berries/fruits or nuts do you have in your garden?

(Tick one) 0-5               5-10 10+

14 What wild animals have you seen in your garden? (Tick one or more)

Fox Wild Rabbit Hedgehog Hare Grey Squirrel Red Squirrel Badger Stoat

Weasel Shrew Frog Toad Bat Others, please name: _____________________________

15 Approximately how many different types of bird have you seen in your garden? (Tick one) e.g. Robin and Blackbird = 2

0-5             5-10           5-20            20+              Can you name them? __________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

16 What small creatures e.g. insects, molluscs etc. have you seen in your garden? (Tick one or more)

Snail Centipede Millipede Woodlice Red Ant Black Ant Earthworm   

Butterflies (e.g. Tortoiseshell, Red Admiral, Peacock, Little Blue, Cabbage White, Other (butterfly:___________________________)

Wasp HoneyBee BumbleBee Hoverfly Grasshopper Cricket Dragonfly Damselfly

Spider Pondskater Diving Beetle Other: _____________________________________________________

4

Your Plants and Animals

Tim Austen quest 14.8  17/08/2007  13:37  Page 4



17 Do you have any other plants in your garden that you think are good for wildlife? (Tick one) 

Yes No Don’t know

If yes, can you name the wildlife you have seen associated with that plant?   e.g. Buddleja = butterflies, cotoneaster = flowers for

bees and fruit for birds

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

How do you Garden?

18 Would you leave some areas of the garden overgrown and ‘untidy’ (e.g. leave grass to grow long, leave log piles and

stones on the ground to encourage overwintering insects and animals)? (Tick one)  

Yes No Don’t know

19 Do you use herbicide or other chemicals to control weeds/pests in your garden (non-organic methods)? (Tick one) 

Regularly    Occasionally    Never

20 Do you use organic methods of weed control (hand pulling and digging, use of environmentally friendly mulches)? (Tick one)

Yes No Don’t know

A mix of organic and non-organic methods Yes No Don’t know

If your answer is ‘no’ or ‘mixed methods’, would you consider using purely organic methods of garden husbandry? (Tick one)

Yes No Don’t know

21 Do you have a compost heap for green waste from your garden? (Tick one) 

Yes No Don’t know

22 Would you purchase native Irish plants and trees to grow in your garden? (Tick one)

Yes No Don’t know            Already do

23 Would you remove other plants to make space for planting native trees or shrubs? (Tick one)

Yes   No   Don’t Know 

24 Would you install a bird box or bat box in your garden? (Tick one) 

Yes No Don’t Know Already have one or more

25 Would you convert lawn grass to native planting or a wildflower meadow? (Tick one) 

Yes   No   Don’t Know            Already do

26 Are you a member of a gardening club? (Tick one) 

Yes   No         If yes, please name:___________________________________________________________________

27 Are you a member of a wildlife organisation? (Tick one) 

Yes   No         If yes, please name:___________________________________________________________________

5
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28 Will you try to plant more native or wildlife friendly plants after answering this questionnaire? (Tick one) 

Yes No Don’t know

29 Do you think that garden centres provide enough information about growing native Irish plants or wildlife gardening?

(Tick one) Yes No Don’t know

30 Do you think the media i.e. newspapers, gardening magazines, radio and television programmes provide enough 

information about growing native plants? (Tick one)      

Yes No Don’t know

Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire, please provide your contact details in order to be entered into our draw.

NAME ____________________________________________________________________________ 

CONTACT NO. ___________________________________________

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Closing date for entries: Wednesday 19th Septemer, 2007. Please return completed questionnaire to:

Biodiversity Officer,

Culture, Leisure and Amenity Department,

Dublin City Council,

Ground Floor,

Block 4, Civic Offices,

Wood Quay,

FREEPOST F4429, 

Dublin 8.
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List of native Irish trees and plants typically found growing in Irish gardens.

For more information on these and other trees and plants you can visit the

biodiversity website at www.dublin.ie/gardensurvey

Buttercup

Common

Knapweed

Clover

Ragwort

Thistle

Daisy

Fox Glove

Nettle

Native

Honeysuckle

Fern 

Birds Foot

Trefoil

Dandelion

Holly 

Buckthorn

Briar

Ivy 

Broom

Elderberry

Whitethorn

Blackthorn

Spindle

Guelder Rose 

Mallow

Wild Carrot

Ash

Alder

Birch

Oak

Rowan\

Mountain

Ash 

Gorse

Yew 

Scots Pine 

Native

Cherry

Hazel 

Willow
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Kids – we need your help to make

Dublin a great place to live for all of

life’s creatures. By trying some of the

activities here you can make your

own MINI-SAFARI in your OWN

GARDEN. You can go on an adventure

into a magical world where bees buzz

from flower to flower and where

hedgehogs lumber along without a

care in the world.

With the help of your family and

friends, try filling out the online

survey or send one in from your

school. You can win some fantastic

prizes and you will also learn more

about Dublin’s cool wildlife.

Try taking some pictures of the different

plants and animals you can see in your

garden and then try to identify them using

our website. You can even send your best

pictures into the Notice Nature photo

competition at

www.noticenature.ie/kids_area.html

KK ii d ’ sd ’ s CC oo rr nn ee rr
Top tips to encourage biodiversity
in your garden!

1. Plant a tree, preferably native; like a birch or

rowan in a small/medium sized garden or an oak

or ash in a large garden.

2. Put up bird and bat boxes.

3. Leave some areas for grass and wildflowers to

grow long.

4. Leave dead wood and leaves lying around for

over- wintering insects.

5. Create a pond for aquatic life.

6. Plant berry, fruit and nut producing trees. 

Top tips to observe and record
biodiversity in your garden!

1. Use a light object with a set area, e.g. Hula- hoop,

and throw it at random over your lawn. Count

the number of different types of plants and

insects you see in that area over a time of two

minutes. Repeat this 5 times to get an average

number for your garden. You can also try this on

a flower bed. Try turning over some soil, stones

and rocks and see what creepy crawlies are

underneath!

2. Make some bug traps and count the results. Be

sure to let the bugs go afterwards! 

3. Spend time quietly observing and noting the

various birds and larger animals that wander

through your garden. This can be done from the

window if the sun isn’t out! Also make your own

bird feeders and observe the different visitors

enticed in to your garden. 

4. Use the simple plant identification guide provided

to try and identify the different plants you have.

5. For more detailed information on any of the

above tips you can visit our website at

www.dublin.ie/gardensurvey 

or visit www.enfo.ie or

www.noticenature.ie. 
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